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Dear B.E.S.T. Friends,

During this season of reflection and gratitude, we want to 
thank you for your investment in the mission of the Baltimore 
Educational Scholarship Trust. This year, our 380 B.E.S.T. 
students, grades K-12, are joyfully learning and leading on their 
campuses, and we are grateful for the partnership with our 
eighteen independent Member Schools as we work together to 
elevate the young people we are so proud to serve.

B.E.S.T. is a game-changer in Baltimore. Our parent engagement, 
community connection, academic enrichment, leadership 
development, college-bound programming, internship pipeline 
and behind-the-scenes financial support all elevate the children 
and young adults we are so fortunate to call B.E.S.T. students. 
We remain steadfast in our mission and are thrilled to share 
our successes with you. These pages highlight the pillars of our 
work: SUPPORT, ACHIEVEMENT, LEADERSHIP, FAMILY, and 
CONNECTION, with an emphasis on our outstanding students, 
Alumni, Member Schools and partners. 

B.E.S.T. is committed to positioning our students for the highest 
levels of success on their campuses and in the broader Baltimore 
community. Our work – with your support – celebrates their 
excellence; affirms their brilliance; amplifies their voices; insists 
on their joy; and champions their dreams.

We hope you will enjoy reading more about our beloved students, 
families, Alumni, funders and Trustees. Your support is an 
essential part of the journey our students take, and we are 
grateful to have you in our corner. 

With deep gratitude,
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SUPPORT
At our founding in 1987, B.E.S.T. was charged with identifying 
and supporting academically ambitious Black students from 
families with financial need in the Baltimore region who would 
thrive in an independent school. Today, we continue to support children 
seeking independent school admission in grades K-9 through strategic 
recruiting partnerships with public and parochial schools and other 
nonprofits and organizations in our city serving young people, including 
academic, arts and athletic programs. Following a comprehensive 
admission process each June through September, when a family is 
accepted into the B.E.S.T. program, they receive individual admissions 
counseling and support as they apply to our Member Schools, as well as a 
comprehensive overview of additional Baltimore area educational options. 
Included is Independent School Entrance Exam (ISEE) preparation for 
students, an ISEE Exam, a Financial Aid Workshop for parents, a Member 
School Fair for B.E.S.T. applicants, and personalized, continuous guidance 
throughout the entire process.  B.E.S.T. staff with Karionie C. ’30, McDonogh School, 

at the Kickoff to Summer Celebration

B.E.S.T. Student, Family and Alumni Support Programming
B.E.S.T. Programming is thoughtfully designed to provide meaningful opportunities for connection, leadership 
development, essential support and engagement. Our programs and support are intended to enhance each family’s 
independent school experience and create a deepened relationship with both B.E.S.T. and their Member School. We also 
seek to strengthen our relationship with our Alumni both in and out of college.

Please see below for a comprehensive list of our 2021-2022 Student, Family, and Alumni programs:  

•	 College Application Essay Writing Workshop in partnership with Gilman School for rising seniors

•	 Member School Networking Zoom 

•	 “College Admissions FAQ: From Ivy League to HBCU” Workshop for Upper School Families

•	  B.E.S.T. : Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow – Alumni Zoom Series

•	 FAFSA & CSS Profile Virtual Workshop for Senior Parents/Caregivers and Parents/Caregivers of College-Aged Alumni in 
partnership with Bryn Mawr School, Gilman School, and Roland Park Country School 

•	 SAT/ACT Prep with Capital Educators for all B.E.S.T. Juniors

•	 B.E.S.T. Family Holiday Drive-Thru Celebration

•	 INROADS Information Sessions for College-Aged Alumni 

•	 Virtual Wellness Workshop for Upper School Students

•	  B.E.S.T. Alumni at Member Schools Zoom

•	 “The Critical Importance of Belonging” Professional Development Workshop for Member School Administrators

•	  Bryn Mawr School B.E.S.T. Student Gathering

•	 Kickoff to Summer Celebration for Students, Families and Young Alumni 

•	 New Parent/Caregiver Welcome Dinner featuring Current Parent Panel 

•	 Maryland Zoo in Baltimore for Lower and Middle School Families

•	 Gilman Black Alumni Leadership Institute (GBALI) – 21 B.E.S.T. students selected to the cohort

•	 Art of Leadership, a program of Art With a Heart – 5 B.E.S.T. students selected to the cohort

•	 Summer Scholars for newly-enrolled rising Middle and Upper School Students

•	 Alumni engagement
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SUPPORT
Summer Scholars

Summer Scholars, our five-week signature support and 
transition program, prepares our newly-enrolled B.E.S.T. 
Middle and Upper School Students for the demands and 
expectations of their new independent schools. At the core 
of the program, we seek to ensure that our newest members 
of the B.E.S.T. family are feeling connected to B.E.S.T., each 
other, and the independent school community. 

An engaging curriculum comprised of academics, athletics, 
art, field trips, study skills, advisory, and affirmational 
programming provides the experiences necessary to support 
a smooth transition for our students and enables them to 
focus their energy and attention on their academic success 
as they begin at their new schools in the fall. Additionally, 
Summer Scholars provides our students with the opportunity to develop a rich network of friends and faculty who will stay 
with them long after the summer is over. In addition to rigorous academic courses, Summer Scholars featured the following 
experiences:

•	 Field trip to Camp Hippodrome at The Hippodrome Theatre

•	 Day at Outward Bound for team-building and leadership development

•	 Story Telling Workshop with B.E.S.T. Alumnus, David Fakunle ’05, Ph.D.

•	 “Black Joy: Claiming Your Power” Workshop with Michael Powell, Director of Community, Equity and Inclusion at the 
Boys’ Latin School

•	 Leadership Sessions hosted by James Scott of St. Ignatius Loyola Academy and Elisha James, Director of Summer 
Scholars

•	 Virtual field trip to the Lillie Mae Carroll Jackson Civil Rights Museum

•	 Roller Skating Party
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SUPPORT

Our thanks to Roland Park Country School; Summer Scholars Director, Elisha James, and the 
incredible faculty and interns; the Thomas Wilson Sanitarium for Children of Baltimore City, 
and STX. Their commitment of time, talent and treasure ensures the continued success of the 
Summer Scholars program.

After fourteen years of outstanding leadership, Elisha James has stepped down as the 
Director of the Summer Scholars program. During her tenure, she has impacted more than 
230 B.E.S.T. students! A compassionate and thoughtful leader, she has been dedicated to 
ensuring that our summers are designed to remind our students of their brilliance. She has 
consistently hired and supported faculty and interns second to none, who have followed her 
vision of preparing our students fully for their transition to their new schools, so they can 
show up as their true, wonderful selves. She has been a partner, a leader, and an inspiration 
– always placing B.E.S.T. students and families high on her priority list, year after year. While 
Elisha will be missed, she has created a legacy and will be a permanent part of the B.E.S.T. 
family. Thank you, Elisha!

A Grateful Farewell to Elisha James, 
Director of K-12 Student Life and Engagement, 

Roland Park Country School
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SUPPORT
Special Funds

Stuart O. Simms President’s Fund
The Stuart O. Simms President’s Fund at B.E.S.T. was established to honor Stu Simms, Past Board President and 
Trustee Emeritus, for his unwavering commitment to the Baltimore Educational Scholarship Trust. The Fund provides 
transformational support for B.E.S.T. students above and beyond the existing support provided by B.E.S.T. and our Member 
Schools. This includes, but is not limited to: 

Zayda G. ’22 spent the fall semester of her senior year at Friends School of Baltimore in 
Paraguay with support from the Stuart O. Simms President’s Fund

Anthony Deering Cultural Enhancement Fund
Established and endowed by Trustee Emeritus, Theo Rodgers, to honor the memory of his friend Tony Deering, the Anthony 
Deering Cultural Enhancement Fund provides B.E.S.T. students enriching cultural experiences, including school-year and 
summer opportunities at Baltimore area cultural institutions and organizations.

This past summer, a select number of lower and middle school students enjoyed the opportunity to attend camps focused 
on cultural experiences and the arts. They participated in programming at Baltimore Center Stage, the Morton Street Dance 
Center, and Social Studio.

•	 Psychoeducational Testing

•	 Significant Transportation Challenges

•	 Academic Supports

•	 Experiential Learning Opportunities

•	 Out of State Travel for College Visits

Morton Street Dance Center, Inc.
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ACHIEVEMENT

“It seems like just yesterday when as a family we were celebrating Caleb’s acceptance into the 
B.E.S.T. Program, and now Caleb will be graduating from St. Paul’s School for Boys in just a few short 
weeks. He is incredibly grateful for the support and experiences that he had as a B.E.S.T. Scholar. 
From the intensive yet engaging summer program at Roland Park Country School during the summer 
before his 7th grade year at St. Paul’s to the B.E.S.T. sponsored SAT Prep with Capital Educators, 
B.E.S.T. has played an integral role in shaping who Caleb is as a scholar and human being. His eyes 
would light up whenever he realized that there was yet another B.E.S.T. Scholar sprinkled across the 
campus, and I know that he will carry those connections and relationships with him. 

Caleb is attending St. Mary’s College of Maryland; the school was one that we visited on a B.E.S.T.-
sponsored college tour during the Spring Break of his 9th grade year. I fell in love with St. Mary’s then 
and there; however, it took Caleb a little longer to fall in love with it too, and now the school which he is 
attending as both of our first choices was a school that he first toured because of B.E.S.T. Thank you 
so much!”

 – Caleb’s Mom

Caleb N. ’22 
St. Paul’s School for Boys,
Senior Portrait

We are So Proud of the B.E.S.T. Class of 2022 

Some Members of the B.E.S.T. Class of 2022
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LEADERSHIP

The Gilman Black Alumni Leadership Institute (GBALI) is a non-academic co-educational leadership program designed to 
expose Baltimore Area high school students to business, college, career and life concepts not typically addressed in the 
curriculum and pedagogy of most schools. Since 2005, the foundation of GBALI is the idea that success is defined by more 
than a career, and that a career is determined by more than academics. Emphasis is placed not only on educational and 
career choices but also on the importance of interpersonal relationships and accountability to oneself and others. GBALI 
students develop a more complete and stronger understanding of the connection between decisions, career, friendships 
and family. B.E.S.T. is proud to partner with GBALI in supporting our shared students. The 2022 cohort included 21 
B.E.S.T. students.

2022 Stanley I. Panitz Leadership Award Winners:

This award, in memory of the late Stanley I. Panitz, Founding B.E.S.T. Board Chair, is presented annually to two B.E.S.T. 
Juniors in recognition of their academic achievement, their demonstrated leadership in both their school and the broader 
community, and their strength of character. We are so proud of Azari and Arreyelle! 

Leadership Luncheon with B.E.S.T. Board of Trustees Vice President
B.E.S.T. students were invited to attend The Honorable 
Mabel Houze Hubbard Legacy Luncheon of the Alliance of 
Black Women Attorneys of Maryland as guests of B.E.S.T. 
Alumna and Trustee, Tiffani Collins, Esq. ’00 (pictured far 
left). Also joining the group was B.E.S.T. Alumna, Aissatou 
Boye ’16 (pictured far right) who has remained in touch 
with Ms. Collins since her internship with 
Collins Legal Group, LLC when she was a high school 
student! This luncheon brought together an esteemed 
group of law professionals from the greater Baltimore 
area for an afternoon of networking and fellowship while 
celebrating The Honorable Angela M. Eaves, Judge of the 
Maryland Court of Appeals.

Azari T. ’23, Friends School of Baltimore Arreyelle W. ’23, The Bryn Mawr School
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LEADERSHIP

Each year, B.E.S.T. students participate in Art With A Heart’s yearlong leadership program “Art of Leadership.” The Art of 
Leadership program brings together 10th and 11th grade public and independent school students of diverse backgrounds to 
develop leadership skills and engage in dialogue across cultural barriers.

Through guest speakers and experiential opportunities, students are exposed to community challenges and develop fresh 
perspectives on how to address them. The program strives to motivate its participants to become leaders in the Baltimore 
community.

In 2022, through Molly Hathaway and Redmond C.S. Finney Leadership Program funding, B.E.S.T. sponsored 5 B.E.S.T. 
students to have this wonderful leadership opportunity. 

B.E.S.T. celebrates our students who were selected for paid summer internships through our partnership with STEMcx. 
William G. ’22, Zara A. ’25 and Dylan B. ’23 participated in a Bioethics Internship provided by New York University School 
of Medicine. Ariel J. ’24 participated in the Environmental Justice Internship provided by George Washington University, 
and Ayomide A. ’23 participated in the Coding Internship provided by BlueVoyant. We are thrilled to have the opportunity to 
connect our students with such a terrific program.

STEMcx Partnership:
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FAMILY
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CONNECTION
Connection is the true hallmark of our organization – connections between B.E.S.T. and our students, families, and 
Alumni; between B.E.S.T. and our eighteen Member Schools; between B.E.S.T. and our partner organizations; and 

between B.E.S.T. and the Baltimore community and beyond. An essential component of our programming is ensuring that 
our students truly feel connected – and celebrated!

Our B.E.S.T. students are MAKING HISTORY! During Black History Month, we sent beautiful coloring books and special 
journals to our students as a reminder that they are valued, appreciated, and loved. A special thank you to Alumnus and 
Trustee, Josh Perry ’02, for donating some of the coloring books; and Alumnus David Fakunle Ph.D. ’05 for his message 
which accompanied the journals. 

Black History Month Student Mailings

“B.E.S.T.: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” Alumni Zooms

B.E.S.T. Alumni convened over Zoom to hear an update on the 
internal and external work of the organization and the ways in which 
students and families are supported throughout their independent 
school experience. Alumni were excited to hear the care with which 
the organization continues to take a student-centered approach and 
the ways in which it is reflected every step of the way from Admissions 
to Programming and Enrollment Management, to Alumni Engagement 
and Advancement. Alumni shared their ideas and strategies for being 
an additional layer of support to students, parents/caregivers, and 
fellow Alumni. 
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CONNECTION
Bryn Mawr Student Get-Together

Kickoff to Summer Celebration

B.E.S.T. hosted a special gathering at Bryn Mawr School to celebrate our shared Kindergarten – 12th grade B.E.S.T. 
students and strengthen this wonderful community within the broader Bryn Mawr community. Students enjoyed breakfast 
refreshments in Bryn Mawr’s graduation garden and worked together on an activity to help students get to know one 
another across all three divisions. What a wonderful event to foster a strong network for our students! 

We were thrilled to reunite with our B.E.S.T. Families and Alumni for an evening of fun, food and fellowship to kickoff the 
start of summer! Hosted at the Odyssey School, families enjoyed food trucks, a DJ and tons of lawn games – and the highly 
anticipated chance to be together. Thank you to Qdoba for donating burritos for this fun family event!

New Parent/Caregiver Welcome Event
B.E.S.T. parents/caregivers of our newly-enrolled 
students gathered for a Welcome Event at Bryn 
Mawr School. A Current Parent Panel shared their 
experiences and fielded questions, providing a 
forum for new parents/caregivers to prepare for 
their transition into their new school communities. 
The evening was also a wonderful opportunity for 
new parents to get to know one another and form 
connections before the school year even begins. 
This annual event is centered on sharing words 
of encouragement and reassurance with our new 
families and creating meaningful connections 
across all of our Member Schools. 

Current Parent/Caregiver PanelistsB.E.S.T. Staff Selfie at 
New Parent/Caregiver 

Welcome Dinner
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ALUMNI

Aniya Martin
Bryn Mawr School ’18
Associate Analyst in 

Wholesale Operations, 
Constellation Energy

Dr. Tovah Dorsey
St. Paul’s School 

for Girls ’04
Emergency & Critical 

Care Veterinarian,
Friendship Hospital 

for Animals

Karlo Young, B.E.S.T. Board 
President and Peggy Bittner, 
B.E.S.T. Director of Programs & 
Alumni Relations joined Maxwell 
Costes ’18, B.E.S.T. and Gilman 
Alumnus during his return to 
his alma mater Gilman School, 
to speak to both Upper and 
Middle School students about 
his life as a scholar athlete at 
the University of Maryland and 
strategies he uses to manage his 
own mental health and wellness, 
both on the baseball field and 
throughout his life. We are so 
proud of Maxwell as he launches 
his professional baseball career 
with the Baltimore Orioles. 

Dia Clark
Park School of Baltimore ’06

Director of Athletics-Boys’ Programs,
Park School of Baltimore

Farah Evans, M.Ed., LCPC
Bryn Mawr School ’98

Director of Student Support Services 
& Upper School Counselor,

Bryn Mawr School

Mercedez Evans
St. Paul’s School for Girls ’13

Admissions Associate,
St. Paul’s School for Girls

B.E.S.T. Alumni Back on Campus

Jibri McLean
Gilman School ’13

Middle School Ancient History Teacher, 
Calvert School

Elijah Muhammad
Friends School of Baltimore ’12

Middle School Social 
Studies Teacher,

Part-time DEI Coordinator,
The Odyssey School

William Ashford
Gilman School ’97

Upper School Religion Teacher,
Chaplaincy Support, Head Track & Field Coach,

St. Paul’s School for Boys

INROADS Partnership 

Thanks to our ongoing partnership with 
INROADS, Carrington G. ’19 (far right) 
participated in the Johns Hopkins Carey 
Business School Summer Business Academy. 
B.E.S.T. Scholars = Future Leaders!

B.E.S.T. Alumni Spotlights
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B.E.S.T. TRUSTEES AND STAFF

The B.E.S.T. Staff Celebrates Our Alumna Colleague
B.E.S.T. celebrates Crystal Lee Alston ’96 for her induction into the   
Garrison Forest School Hall of Excellence. The Hall of Excellence was created to 
recognize extraordinary members of the Garrison Forest community who have made 
significant contributions to the School and to the community. 

Crystal Lee Alston ’96
Crystal joined GFS as a day student and a Baltimore Educational Scholarship 
Trust (B.E.S.T.) Scholar in 1992 for Ninth Grade. Crystal won the Alumnae Award 
at Commencement and has been involved with Garrison Forest in the following 
capacities: first-ever Vice President of the School; member of the first Black Student 
Union as well as Forum and the Badminton team; Class News Agent; Alumnae Board 
member; Class Fund Agent; and 2016 Reunion Co-Chair. A current member of the 
Garrison Forest Board of Trustees, she serves as the Chair for the Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Committee and previously chaired the School Life Committee. She was 
hired as Director of Alumnae Affairs at Garrison Forest School immediately following 
her graduation from Loyola University Maryland and was later promoted to Director 
of the Fund for Garrison Forest and then Associate Director of Development. Crystal 
became Associate Director of Admission in July 2011. In 2004, Crystal became the 
first B.E.S.T. Alumna to serve on their Board of Trustees, and in July 2014 she became 
its Director of Advancement. 

In 2016, she was named one of “40 under 40,” by the Baltimore Business Journal.

Jessica Suriano, Executive Director (left) 
and Peggy Bittner, Director of Programs and 
Alumni (right) celebrate with Crystal

B.E.S.T. is grateful for the leadership, governance, and incredible commitment of 
our Board of Trustees. Our Board is comprised of the Head of School of each of 
our eighteen Member Schools, as well as community leaders from all industries in 
Baltimore. 

We are especially proud that our Board’s leadership includes five B.E.S.T. Alumni. 
We welcome Keyia Yalcin ’02 to our Board this year.

Keyia Yalcin ’02, St. Paul’s School for Girls
Howard University, BBA in Business Administration, 2007

Georgetown University, MA in Real Estate Development, 2012
Owner, Real Estate Development & Management – The Yalcin Group

Owner, Fishnet Restaurant

In October 2022, Trustee Emeriti Theo Rodgers, 
Stuart Simms, and Vernon Reid hosted a 
Black Trustee Dinner to discuss ways to further 
elevate the organization, including our engagement 
of Alumni and other next generation supporters 
for B.E.S.T.

Additional Alumni Trustees
•	 Tiffani S. Collins, Esq. ’00, Friends School of Baltimore
•	 Nikki J. Kerman, Esq. ’04, Park School of Baltimore

•	 Joshua R. Perry ’02, Calvert School, McDonogh School
•	 Ashlee S. Tuck ’02, Roland Park Country School 

Black Trustee Dinner
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IN MEMORIAM

In 2002, the Baltimore Educational Scholarship Trust established 
the Theo C. Rodgers Emergency Fund in honor of Trustee Emeritus, 
Theo Rodgers. He and his wife Blanche cared deeply about the ability 
of our students to continue on their educational journey, regardless of 
external challenges, which informed the creation of the Fund. Blanche’s 
support of B.E.S.T., alongside Theo’s, has been significant and abiding, 
and we are forever grateful for her impact on our mission. 

The Emergency Fund provides emergency assistance grants to B.E.S.T. 
Member Schools to support students whose families experience a 
financial crisis and are at risk of not meeting their tuition obligation. 
An Emergency Fund grant provides payment for the students’ tuition, 
enabling them to remain enrolled at their independent school despite 
their family’s unexpected hardship.

Following the passing of Ms. Rodgers in June of this year, Mr. Rodgers 
and their daughter Marjorie selected B.E.S.T. and the Baltimore School 
for the Arts to be considered for memorial contributions. 

At the time of this publication, B.E.S.T. has received $100,000 in 
memorial gifts to the Emergency Fund. We have humbly and with love 
renamed the Fund the Rodgers Family Emergency Fund.

In Memory of Blanche Rodgers

INDIVIDUAL GIVING
Joe Alvarado

Stewart Bainum Jr. 

Adrienne Borkowski

LaVarne Burton

Mary Bush

Christopher Crane

Peggy Dawson

Evan Deoul

Carolynne H. and Scott E. Dorsey

Gloria and Trip Dryden

Vanessa and Michael Ford

William G. Franey

Ann and John Gardner

Kelly and Gary Garofalo

Louise K. Goodman

Jill and David Greer

Teri and Greg Guarnaccia

Dean Harrison

Joyce E. Henderson

Jacqueline and Freeman Hrabowski

Penney and A.C. Hubbard

Anita and Everett Jackson

Daniel Klein

Larry Kraemer Jr.

Robert Levin

Eileen Levitt

Richard M. Lombardo

Anne and Louis Mathews

Elizabeth R. Minkin

Catherine and Stephen Owen

Jenny and Lee Owen

Nancy and Frank Palmer

Martin Pfinsgraff

Kelly Price

Vernon A. Reid Jr.

Gail and James Riepe

Terry and Jim Rubenstein

Kathleen A. and John G. Schreiber

Barbara and Thomas Schweizer Jr.

Joy O. and Steven J. Sibel

Aileen and Dwight S. Taylor

Dawn Van Tuyl

Joani and Mark Van Tuyl

CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION GIVING
Baltimore Development Corporation

Bruce and Deborah Duncan Foundation

Caves Valley Golf Club Foundation

Gallagher Evelius & Jones, LLP

Joseph & Harvey Meyerhoff Family 

	 Charitable Funds

Parkway Corporation

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.

The RS&F Team

University of Maryland Baltimore 

	 Foundation, Inc.

With deep gratitude, we acknowledge the donors to the Rodgers Family Emergency Fund 
in Memory of Blanche Rodgers:
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WITH GRATITUDE
INDIVIDUAL GIVING
Suzanne and Eric Adler

Arthur H. Adler

Teri and Tedd Alexander

Shonique Alexander

Bonnie and David W. Allan

Crystal Lee Alston ’96

Anonymous (3)

Vasundhara and Ashish Arora

David Ascione

Nancy and Preston Athey

Heather and Clifford M. Athey

Debra and Marc Attman

Gail and Peter Atwater

Peter Baily

Emily and Christopher Baratta

Cricket and John Barrazotto

C. Joyce Baughn

Kirsten Becker

Polly and Bruce Behrens

Christopher Wolf and James L. Beller, Jr.

Mary Beth Haller and Dante Beretta

Ellen and Edward C. Bernard

Cristin and Christopher A. Berrier

Peggy and Brett Bittner

Terel Blackwell ’17

Michelle and Clifton Blagmond

Caroline and Stephan Blatti

Florence and William Bleich

Katherine and William F. Blue

Whitney and Brian Boles

Elaine and Richard Born

Kathryn Breisch

Jessica and Michael Bronfein

Sana and Andrew M. Brooks

Heather N. Brownley ’96

Jean Waller Brune

Sue Sadler and Mark Cammock

Virginia T. Campbell

Constance Caplan

Linda and Mark Caplan

Jamie and Sheldon Caplis

Sydney and Alan-Michael Carter ’11

Kimberly and Robert Cashman

Lise Charlier

Allison and David Clapp

Dia S. Clark ’06 

Tiffani ’00 and Reco Collins

Nikki and Todd Connelly

Marina and Luke Cooper

Margaret Cyzeski

George Davenport

Tanya Davis

Patricia S. Deford

Ann and David DeMuth

Christy and David DiPietro

Ann and W. Boulton Dixon

John H. Doak

Tovah I. Dorsey-Pollard ’04 

Deborah and Philip D. English

Becky and David J. Farace

Hadley and Christopher Feiss

Wesley and Thomas P. Finnerty

Jean Finney

Karen and Martin Fisher

Cecil E. Flamer

Evelyn A. Flory, Ph.D.

Tracey and Thomas Ford

Vanessa and Michael C. Ford on behalf of 

	 the P.O.W.E.R. Foundation

Maya Foster-Brown ’00

William G. Franey

Amy and Sean Furlong

Patricia M. Whitehead and 

	 Mr. Philip JB Gallagher

Martha and Earl P. Galleher, Jr.

Kelly E. and Gary J. Garofalo

Carrie and Chuck Gittings

Olivia Goldberg

Jeffrey Gouline

Denise Simmons Graves

Susan M. Gray

Lisa and Michael Grogan

Erika Hamlet

Kathy and Joseph H. Hardiman

Janet Marie Smith and F. Barton Harvey, III

Rhonda Overby and Joseph Haskins, Jr.

Harold G. Hathaway III

Molly M. Hathaway

Lisa and Maurice Haywood

Matthew N. Hodson

Margaret and Andrew Holmgren

Nancy and Henry H. Hopkins

Diane and Victor L. Hoskins

Jacqueline and Freeman Hrabowski

Penney C. and A.C. Hubbard

Lexa and Crawford Hubbard

N. Leigh Hubbard

Farida and Christopher Hughes

Lilly and David B. Hunter

Julia A. Day and Joan Hurley

Zenita and Cheo D. Hurley

Diane Hutchins

Debra Clawson-Jackson and Stephon Jackson

Charles Jackson

Deborah and Jake Jacobson

Katherine V. and Larry E. Jennings Jr.

Brenda and William Jews

Amy and Andrew John

Dana Beckham Johnson

Angela M. Johnson

Kevin Johnson

Polly Panitz and Allen Joseph

James Jowers

Townsend and Robert Kent

Nikki ’04 and Langston Kerman

Bethany and Alex W. Kirby

Georgette Kiser

Ellen and Charles E. Knudsen, III

The Kovars-Swanson Family

Toby and Douglas Lagarde

Andrea B. Laporte

Rebecca Ann Leaf

Kara and Josh Levinson

Kim and Keith Lewis

Darielle and Earl Linehan

Elizabeth and John Linehan

Karen and Howard Loewenberg

Donna and Timothy J. Lorber

Susan and John A. Luetkemeyer, Jr.

Ereni and Todd Malfa

Susan and Charles Mann

Dorja Marshall

Ebony L. Martin

Eva and Andy Martire

Lola J. Massey

Christina and Paul McBride

Robyne O. McCullough ’07

Theresa and J. Edward McGuire

Judith and Arthur S. Mehlman

Carolyn and Michael Meredith

Mary and James Miller

Barbara Zadek and Tom Moses

Cassie Motz

Elijah Muhammad ’12

Emilie and William C. Mules

Mr. Thomas F. Mullan, III

Matthew Nespole

Mary and D.W. Wells Obrecht

Betsy and David Oestreicher

Jenny and Lee S. Owen

Talisha Padgett

Susan and Richard W. Palmer
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WITH GRATITUDE

Jennifer and Thomas Panitz

Daniel J. Paradis

Daryl B. Peace ’95 

Lisa and David Perfield

Joshua R. Perry ’02

Karen and George Philippou

Mary-Ann and Wally Pinkard

Charles Pippen

Jonathan Pittman

Monyette Pitts

Ashlei Pope

Amie and Christopher J. Post

Kate and David Powell

Leslye P.J. and Jared W. Reaves

Joseph C. Reid

Vernon A. Reid, Jr.

Susan and John H. Riehl

Susannah and William F. Rienhoff, IV

Gail and James Riepe

Meghan Risper ’07

Carolyn M. Roberts

Frances R. Rockwell

Theo C. Rodgers

Tara Romine

Stacey and David Rubin

Steve Rum

The Salisbury Family

Janet and John E. Schmick

Barbara and Thomas Schweizer, Jr.

Elizabeth and Stephen T. Scott

Nathan A. Scott

Kathryn and Ronald Shapiro

Jean and F. Parvin Sharpless

Benjamin Shifrin

Virginia Shriver

Joy O. and Steven J. Sibel

Stuart O. Simms

Erika and Josh Slater

Anna and Beetle Smith

Elizabeth and Henry P.A. Smyth

Charlotte and Lawrence R. Snyder

Magge and Wick Sollers

Judith and Thomas S. Spencer

Annie Staley

Donna and Kerry Staton

Marsha and Randy S. Stevens

Keena and Luis Story

Lisa and Bill Stromberg

Jessica and Scott Suriano

Jeannè Lewis and Shane P. Tanzymore ’91

John and Diane Tiffany

Read and John H. Timken

Ashlee S. Tuck ’02

Martina and Arthur Varnado

Kathy and Mark Vaselkiv

Susan and Hutch Vernon

Kathie Wachs

Cameron Wade ’13 

April C. Walker ’07 

Dr. Geraldine R. Waters

Dawn and Craig Watson

Tonya Watson

Jane and Jim Webster

Denise and Timothy Weglicki

Michael J. Weinfeld

Terrance and Kourtney Whitehead

Anne and Frederick Whitridge

Crickett and Brad Woloson

Hilda R. and William W. Wood

Jill E. Wood

Lucy and Vernon H.C. Wright

Jean Wyman

Christina and Matthew Wyskiel, III

Michele and Billy Yerman

Ngozika and Karlo G. Young

Tanya and Robert L. Young, III

CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION GIVING
AmazonSmile Foundation

Anonymous

Arbor Dog Foundation, Inc.

Baltimore Community Foundation

Baltimore Ravens

Brown Advisory Charitable Foundation

Brown Capital Management Matching

	 Gift Program

The Bunting Family Foundation

The Campbell Foundation, Inc.

Charles F. and Margaret M.H. Obrecht 

	 Family Foundation

Chesapeake Employers Insurance

The Cowles Charitable Trust

E.C. Wareheim Foundation

Earle and Annette Shawe Family Foundation

Edgar B. Rouse Foundation

Exelon

The George Family Fund

H&S Bakery

The Harbor Bank of Maryland

Harkins Builders, Inc.

The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation

Kalix Marketing

Live. Give. Run. Foundation - Charm City Run

The M&T Charitable Foundation

Macht Fund of THE ASSOCIATED

Mary Jean and Oliver Travers Foundation, Inc.

McCormick & Company, Inc.

Merritt Properties

The Orokawa Foundation

The RCM&D Foundation, Inc. 

T. Rowe Price Foundation

The T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving

The Thomas Wilson Sanitarium for Children 

	 of Baltimore City

Venable Foundation

WBAL Radio Kids Campaign

The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston L.L.P.

The William L. and Victorine Q. Adams 

	 Foundation, Inc. 

 WORKPLACE GIVING
United Way of Central Maryland

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

America’s Charities / Maryland Charity Campaign

GIFTS IN KIND
Hippodrome Foundation

Joshua R. Perry ’02 

Qdoba Mexican Eats

Social Studio

STX Sporting Goods

This list includes all donors to the Baltimore 
Educational Scholarship Trust during the 2021- 2022 
giving year (July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022). 

If an error has been made, please accept 
our sincere apology and notify 
Crystal Alston ’96 at 
410.752.2225 or calston@besttrust.org. 
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The B.E.S.T. Community – all 380 current families and our 
154 college students – thanks you for your steadfast support 
and generous commitment to our mission. In partnership with 
our Member Schools, our Alumni network, our community 
partners, and each of you, our students receive the support and 
opportunities they deserve to achieve all that is possible for 
them. We are deeply grateful for your continued investments.

Baltimore Educational Scholarship Trust
808 North Charles Street • Baltimore, MD 21201

410.752.2225 • www.besttrust.org

B.E.S.T. Member Schools

2022-2023 Board of Trustees
Officers 
Karlo G. Young
Board President
Tiffani S. Collins, Esq. ’00
Board Vice President
John E. Schmick
Board 2nd Vice President
Christopher A. Berrier
Board Secretary
Craig S. Watson
Board Treasurer

Community Trustees 
Teri Alexander
Marina Cooper
W. Boulton Dixon
Michael C. Ford
David B. Hunter
Cheo D. Hurley
Diane Hutchins
Nikki J. Kerman, Esq. ’04 
Timothy J. Lorber
Lee S. Owen
Joshua R. Perry ’02
Theo C. Rodgers
Anna L. Smith
Lawrence R. Snyder
Annie Staley
John H. Timken
Ashlee S. Tuck ’02
Keyia N. Yalcin ’02
William L. Yerman

Head of School Trustees
Caroline Blatti
Christian Donovan
David J. Farace
Tracey H. Ford
Andrew B. Holmgren
Christopher A. Hughes
Douglas Lagarde
Ereni Malfa
Matthew Nespole
Nancy Palmer
Daniel J. Paradis
Christopher J. Post
Sue Sadler
Ben Shifrin, M.Ed.
Brenda Wolf Smith
Henry P.A. Smyth
Randy S. Stevens
Martha H. Sweeney, M.S. CCC-SLP

Emeritus Trustees
Jean Waller Brune
F. Barton Harvey, III
Molly M. Hathaway 
Grant Jacks, III 
Vernon A. Reid Jr.
Stuart O. Simms, Esq.

Jessica W. Suriano
Executive Director

B.E.S.T. is Better Because of You!  
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